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1. INTRODUCTION. 

 

1.1. The objective of a Road Safety Audit (RSA) is to identify any aspects of a road design or 

construction scheme that could give rise to road safety concerns and, where possible, to 

suggest modifications that would improve the road safety of the resultant scheme. This 

report results from a Stage 1 RSA carried out on the design of cycleway, footway and 

carriageway improvements along roads between Meadows and George Street in Edinburgh. 

The audit was instructed by City of Edinburgh Council and was carried out by Wyllie Lodge 

Ltd, Independent Road Safety Consultants on behalf of Stantec UK Ltd.  

 

1.2. The Audit Team members were; 

 Audit Team Leader   

 Audit Team Member    

 Both audit team members hold the Transport Scotland / Highways Agency Certificate of 

 Competence in Road Safety Auditing. 
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2. PROJECT DETAILS. 

 

2.1. The project consists of the reallocation of road space to provide improved facilities for people 

to walk, cycle and access public transport, and introduces access restrictions for some 

categories of vehicles, along the roads between Meadows and George Street Edinburgh. This 

route (shown in black below) connects the neighbourhood of University of Edinburgh campus 

with the city centre and is an arterial route within the wider city cycle network. 

 

Location Plan. 
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2.2. The audited proposals include; 

2.2.1. 1.5m wide one-way cycle lanes along both sides on Hanover Street and the 

repositioning of bus stops and service bays. 

2.2.2. Reconfiguration of the traffic signals at the junction of Hanover Street, Princes Street 

and The Mound to include cycle only stages and cycle lane markings across the 

tramlines that run along Princes Street. 

2.2.3. A 3.0m wide two-way segregated cycle lane along the east side of The Mound with 

a 2.5m wide pedestrian refuge between the cycle lane and the southbound bus stop. 

2.2.4. Reconfiguration of the traffic signals at the junction of The Mound, Market Street, 

North Bank Street and Mound Place to include a cycle only stage. 

2.2.5. A 2.5 - 3.0m wide two-way segregated cycle lane along North Bank Street. 

2.2.6. The introduction of traffic signals to control a one-way vehicle traffic flow around 

the bend between North Bank Street and Bank Street. 

2.2.7. A left turn only exit from St Giles Street onto Bank Street. 

2.2.8. A 3.0m wide two-way segregated cycle lane along Bank Street. 

2.2.9. Reconfiguration of the traffic signals at the junction of Bank Street, Royal Mile, 

George IV Bridge and Lawnmarket to include a cycle only stage. 

2.2.10. A 3.0m wide two-way segregated cycle lane along the east side of George IV Bridge 

with a 2.0m wide pedestrian refuge between the cycle lane and the vehicular 

carriageway. The repositioning and narrowing of the vehicle carriageway to 6.5m, 

the repositioning of bus stops and provision of a zebra crossing. 

2.2.11. Reconfiguration of the junction of George IV Bridge and Chambers Street to provide 

segregated signalised crossing facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. 

2.2.12. Providing a priority give way system on Candlemakers Row at its junction with 

George IV Bridge. 

2.2.13. Reconfiguration of the junction of George IV Bridge, Bristo Place and Forrest Road 

to provide segregated signalised crossing facilities for pedestrians and cyclists. 

2.2.14. Restricting vehicle access to Forrest Road and making it one-way northbound for 

permitted vehicles and two-way for cyclists. Widening footways and improving the 

public realm. 

2.2.15. Providing a simpler and more direct signalised crossing of Teviot Place between 

Middle Meadow Walk and Forrest Road. 
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4. PREVIOUS ROAD SAFETY AUDITS. 

 

4.1. A previous stage 1 road safety audit of an earlier version of the design was carried out for this 

project by Aecom in July 2020 (Report reference RSA262/S1-A) and a designer’s response 

issued in October 2020. Any problems identified in these reports that are considered still 

relevant have been included within this stage 1 report. 
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Appendix B. General Arrangement Drawings. 
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